Criminalisation of
Homosexuality

Pakistan
National Law:

Maximum Penalties:

Treaty Ratification

Pakistan Penal Code

-

CAT

S377: Unnatural Offences

-

Life imprisonment or between
2 and 10 years imprisonment
with a fine

CEDAW
CRC
ICCPR
ICESCR

The law is applicable only to males.
Enforcement

Statements by

2013: The US Country Report on human rights abuses found that while a crime in
Pakistan, LGBTI people were rarely prosecuted.1 Yet prosecutions are reported:
o

27 August 2013: According to one article, a boy was arrested after being
discovered having sex with another boy in a field. The boy’s family attempted
to bribe the police, but the police would not accept the bribe. The boy’s
parents then asked that, when the story was reported, their son be described
as the “active” sexual partner. The same article claims that whilst many
arrests occur, “[i]n almost all cases charges will be dropped.”2

o

18 December 2013: A TV Reporter entered a couple’s house, accusing them of
being gay. The news segment was filmed with phrases such as “[LGBT are]
worthy of stoning” running over the top of the clip. The couple were arrested
by police, although it is not known under what offence they were charged. 3

o

30 November 2011: The Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, relying on
information provided by the Neengar Society, suggested that in 2011, in the
city of Multan, ten prosecutions took place under Art 377, 2 of which resulted
in a 10 year prison sentence for those convicted. 4

o

25 May 2010: 43 people were arrested when the police suspected a gay
marriage was taking place. One of those accused of getting married told police
it was a birthday party. 5

14 February 2012: Zamir Akram, Pakistan’s ambassador to the UN, wrote a letter to
the UN Human Rights Council expressing concern over the “introduction” of sexual
orientation in the 2012 General Assembly Resolution (17/19): “We are… disturbed
at the attempt to focus on certain persons on the grounds of their abnormal sexual
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behaviour, while not focusing on the glaring instances of intolerance and
discrimination in various parts of the world, be it on the basis of colour, race, gender
or religion, to mention only a few… The OIC Member States are concerned that the
Panel will discuss issues that relate to personal behaviour and preferences, and
have nothing to do with fundamental human rights."6
-

Whilst there have been few ministerial statements on the matter, religious
authorities have been strong in their denouncement of gay rights. One of the
reasons for a lack of discussion on the subject is likely to be the strict social
attitudes under which Pakistan operates.7

-

25 September 2013: Pakistan’s primary gay website was blocked. Pakistani citizens
could no longer access the website, despite it containing no pornography. A
spokesman of the PTA (Pakistan’s internet regulator) gave reasons for the
censorship: “We blocked the website under the law because its content was against
Islam and norms of Pakistani society.”8

-

There are many individual reports of persecution of the LGBTI community in
Pakistan.

-

2008/13: (UPR) Pakistan rejected recommendations to decriminalise consensual
non-marital sex: “Canada has suggested that we decriminalize consensual sex. We
cannot do that. We would not ask Canada to criminalise sexual sex [sic], right, and
so we would appreciate it if you do not ask us decriminalize consensual sex, because
this stems from our own national legislation. We cannot sell it in Pakistan (UPR
2008).”9

-

There are no anti-discrimination laws in force to protect sexual minorities.
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