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Solomon Islands
National Law:

Maximum Penalties:

Laws of the Solomon Island, Penal Code1

CEDAW

-

S160: Unnatural Offences2

-

14 years’ imprisonment

-

S161: Attempt to Commit
Unnatural Offences and Indecent
Assaults3

-

7 years’ imprisonment

-

5 years’ imprisonment

-

Treaty Ratification

CEDAW OP
CRC
ICESCR

S162: Indecent Practices
Between Persons of the Same
Sex4

The law is applicable to both men and women.
-

Very few reports exist on the Solomon Islands.

-

2014: The 2014 United States human rights report indicates that there were no
recent prosecutions under the country’s penal provisions with respect to same-sex
same
sexual conduct, and suggested that the country’s laws were generally unenforced.5

Statements by
Public Figures

-

No recent statements by public figures could be found.

-

2009: The Leader of the Opposition recommended banning gay people’s partners
from entering the country, given the country’s prohibition on same-sex
same
sexual
6
activity.

Persecution
and
Discrimination

-

2014: The 2014 Unites States report suggests that there are no reports of violence
or discrimination. However, the report adds that stigma may lead to
underreporting.7

Legislative
News

-

24 March 2015: Voted in favour of a failed Russian draft decision at the UN
General Assembly’s Fifth Committee (Administrative and Budgetary) that would
have had the Secretary-General
Secretary General withdraw his bulletin laying UN staff benefits for
same-sex
sex couples8

Enforcement
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-

June 2013: The Solomon Islands’ Law Reform Commission was provided with
terms of references to review the Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code,
with a view to considering areas such as violence against women and sexual
offences, among other things.9 In June 2013, the Law Reform Commission issued
its interim report on its review of part XVI of the Penal Code, which set out a
number of recommendations for reform of sexual offences.10 While the report
did not address directly the issue of the criminalisation of same-sex sexual
conduct, the Commission did make two relevant recommendations. The first
advocated for defining “sexual intercourse” to include oral and anal sex and
redefining rape so that it applied to all, thus by implication seeming to permit
sexual contact between those of the same-sex if consented to.11 However, no
recommendations were included to repeal sections 160 to 162. The second
recommended that the offence of indecent assault be replaced and that
‘indecent’ be defined ‘as meaning indecent according to the standards of
ordinary or right minded people, or prevailing community standards. To
determine whether conduct is offensive all of the circumstances surrounding the
conduct can be considered, including the motive of the accused.’ 12 As a
consequence, this may alter the application and interpretation of the offence of
gross indecency under section 162.

-

2011: (UPR) The Solomon Islands did not support recommendations to
decriminalise consensual same-sex sexual relations. 13 The Government
acknowledged and recognized international human rights standards, but
explained that ‘it would be too early, within the context of the Solomon Islands,
to discuss decriminalizing sexual relations between consenting adults of the
same sex. Such an issue would require thorough national consultations to
address Christian doctrines and cultural perspectives on the issue.’

-

2008: In 2008 the Solomon Islands law reform commission suggested
decriminalisation. This suggestion was rejected in light of considerable
opposition.14
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The law is : www.paclii.org/sb/legis/consol_act/pc66/
Laws of Solomon Islands, Chapter 26, Penal Code, s.160: “Any person who- (a) commits buggery with another
person or with an animal; or (b) permits a male person to commit buggery with him or her, shall be guilty of a
felony, and shall be liable to imprisonment for fourteen years.”
3
Laws of Solomon Islands, Chapter 26, Penal Code, s.161: “Any person who attempts to commit any of the
offences specified in the last preceding section, or who is guilty of any and assault with intent to commit the same,
or any indecent assault upon any male person shall be guilty of a felony, and shall be liable to imprisonment for
seven years.”
4
Laws of Solomon Islands, Chapter 26, Penal Code, s.162: “Any person who, whether in public or private - (a)
commits any act of gross indecency with another of the same sex; (b) procures another of the same sex to commit
any act of gross indecency; or (c) attempts to procure the commission of any act of gross indecency by persons of
the same sex, shall be guilty of a felony and be liable to imprisonment for five years.”
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